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Chapter 3 - Southaven Park  

(Alternative Scene) 

 

 

The shade was cool and the air smelled damp and 

woodsy as Deanna and Cord strolled together beneath 

the lush canopy of towering pines at Southaven Park. 

With a temporary unspoken truce guiding them, the two 

headed toward Hard’s Lake, the call of the geese 

marking the way. It was quiet otherwise, and the air 

was sweet with the scent of pine. Each step was 

muffled by the soft bed of tawny pine needles 

carpeting the forest floor. They made it mid-way 

through the dense forest before Cord wrapped his arm 

around her shoulders, drawing her closer to his side.  

“For old times’ sake,” he whispered in a pleading 

hushed tone, and with a reserved nod of her head she 

agreed and did not pull back.  

It was all Deanna could do to keep from grabbing 

his hand and entwining her slender fingers through 

his. But she didn’t, even though it seemed like the 
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thing to do. Like riding a bike after so many years. 

Like following the honking of the geese to their 

favorite spot. 

Instead, they walked silently, the concept of 

rebuilding something —anything— lingering between 

them; neither knowing where to lay the first brick. 

“What have you been up to lately?” Cord asked. 

“Working mostly, at Courtney Davis.” To her own 

ears her voice sounded false and fragile.  

“Impressive. Good for you,” Cord replied with a 

quick squeeze of her shoulders. 

“How about you?” she asked.  

“The same. The industry is finally picking up 

again. New housing starts are up over last year.” 

“That’s good.” 

“Yeah.” He focused on the ground, head bent, 

avoiding her eyes. “You think the ducks will want to 

be fed? Remember?” He asked this and chuckled, raising 

the box of cookies he had tucked in the crook of his 

left arm. 

“Yeah. Those had to be the fattest, most spoiled 

ducks around.” The soft lilt of her giggle faded in 

the silence of the forest as they veered off to the 

left just beyond the horse stables.  
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The silence thickened as they drew closer to the 

water’s edge, the memory of the last time the two had 

come here rising like the Loch Ness monster out from 

the murky depth of Hard’s Lake. They had broken up. 

Cord walked without speaking beside her until they 

neared the clearing. Taking pause by their bench, he 

cleared his throat. “If I could do it all over again, 

I would. No lie.” 

Instead of retorting something toxic, Deanna took a 

deep breath, counted to three and exhaled. “What would 

you have done differently?”  

“I wouldn’t have given up on us. I made a few 

mistakes —”   

“A few? How many Debbies were there?” She tried to 

pull away from the haven of his hug, but his arm 

remained wrapped firmly, yet gently, around her 

shoulders. 

“Don’t do that. That was my one and only screw up. 

You know that. I meant my mistake in not fighting for 

you. I let my pride get in the way. And you left.”  

They had reached the clearing and stood looking out 

at the waterway. Remnants of algae collected along the 

moss and tree-covered shore where the small clearing 

offered a bench. The bench. The lake shimmered blue 
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and silver under the noon sun. A few boaters were out 

canoeing and row-boating, alongside the ducks and 

geese that had made such a racket a few moments 

earlier. 

Cord waved a hand toward the bench, inviting Deanna 

to sit. They separated then, each walking around the 

opposite sides of the wooden bench to claim their 

traditional spot. It was surreal, being here with him 

after so many years. So many tears. Nothing had 

changed and yet everything had changed. She glanced 

quickly at him, noticing his firm jaw, his fine 

profile, the way his hair curled around his ears. She 

swallowed thickly and devoted her gaze to the family 

of ducks paddling their way toward the shore, 

squawking for treats.  

“Some things never change.” Cord smiled and opened 

the box of cookies, extending them toward Deanna after 

taking out a few. He popped one in his mouth as she 

followed suit, then closed the box and set it aside. 

Together they tossed broken bits of cookies into 

the shallow water and onto the brief expanse of shore. 

The ducks scrambled and pecked at the morsels before 

the chunks had time to sink.  
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Deanna gave a hefty sigh, unnerved with how good 

this felt. “It’s been a long time.” 

“We’ve lost five years.” His voice cracked. “I 

don’t want to lose anymore. I could have been there 

with you through everything. And you should have been 

there with me. With your parents dying, Trish and 

Pike. . .”  

“What about Trish and Pike?” She narrowed her eyes 

and tossed the last remnants of the cookie into the 

water.  

“I’ll let Trish tell you. I’ll just say they have a 

lot on their plates.” His lips tightened into a 

grimace and he stared out at the water, not offering 

any more information. 

“She avoided me all morning. I feel like you all 

are in cahoots for some reason.” She tittered a 

nervous laugh and shot him a side glance, looking for 

confirmation or denial.  

“We could be so good again. Why don’t we just let 

it go and start all over again?” He turned toward her, 

laying his arm along the back of the bench, his hand 

resting on her shoulder, his thumb softly caressing 

the curve of her neck. 
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She turned her face up to look at him, and felt her 

world tilt a bit. His eyes smoldered with . . . love? 

Pfft. Passion? “What are you doing?” Her voice was a 

whisper. A shaky whisper, as she knew full well what 

he was doing. He was about to kiss her. 

Simultaneously, like ducks to cookies, they came 

together, hesitant and searching. The butterflies in 

her stomach beat a ferocious rhythm against her ribs. 

Her body flushed hotly in response; it felt so good. 

She pulled back and searched his gaze, licking her 

lips to soothe the tingling feeling that made her want 

more. 

He leaned down and kissed her again, probing this 

time, and she responded without question. Her arms 

came up to rest on his shoulders as her hands cupped 

his head, bringing him closer. His hands found the 

curve of her hips, moving gently around to her lower 

back where they rested possessively.  

Dazed and foggy headed, she pulled back and for a 

moment she could not remember if it was then or now. 

Everything had blended together, fading in the shade 

of the tall pines, in the lapping of the water against 

the shore, beneath his healing caresses and his 

coaxing kisses.  
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“We could be so good,” he whispered, his lids half-

closed as he gazed down at her, his eyes bright blue 

with desire.  

And for a moment, it was so good. She rested her 

head on his chest, listening to his heart beat. 

Remembering. And as their breathing slowed, and her 

mind began working again, and everything came flooding 

back. Everything.  

Debby. Five years of tears. The farm. The zoning 

change. She needed distance, straightening her back as 

she regained composure.  

“Deanna, can’t you give me another chance? Us? Give 

us another chance. Life hasn’t been the same without 

you. It will never be the same. I miss you. Damnit.” 

The urgency filled his voice and pain glimmered in his 

eyes. “I need you. Don’t you understand?” 

For a moment, she almost did. But only for a 

moment. Then the understanding was gone, replaced by 

wariness. “Need? You don’t need me. You need the farm. 

You think I’m that stupid? I can’t believe you’d stoop 

this low!” 

She attempted to stand, but not quickly enough. 

Firm and unyielding, his hand caught her upper arm. 

“That’s not it, Deanna.” 
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“That is very much it, Cord. And this is it. I’m 

done.” She yanked free from him and jumped out of 

reach, not even bothering to glare, then turned and 

headed back to the lot where she would find his green 

truck, her ride back to home, and her sanity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©2019 Janina Grey 

Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash 
 

https://unsplash.com/@aaronburden?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/park-bench?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

